
  
 

 

 

Over 170 Homeless People Remembered at Annual Commemoration Service 

The names of over 170 homeless and formerly homeless people, who have died over the last year in 

London, will be remembered at the annual service of commemoration at St Martin-in-the-Fields on:  

Thursday, 9 November at 11am. All are welcome to attend. 

The service, organised by The Connection at St Martin’s, St Martin-in-the-Fields and Housing Justice, 

brings together everyone who wants to remember those who have died during the year, whether 

still on the streets, in hostels or those who have moved in to accommodation after being homeless.   

The name of each person who has died will be read out during the service and there will be moving 

performances by Streetwise Opera and the Choir with No Name to reflect and honour each life and 

the suffering people have endured.  The reflection for the service will be led by Revd. Richard Carter 

of St Martin-in-the-Field’s and Pam Orchard, Chief Executive of The Connection. 

Rev Richard Carter explains: “This year’s service focuses on the theme of “Invitation”. A home is not 

a luxury for the rich- it’s something every single human being should have. Everyone should be 

invited inside and no one should have to sleep outside on the streets or on buses or simply be 

walking all night to keep warm. Housing is a human right but far too many people are unable to find 

affordable housing and more and more people are trying to survive on the streets. The sad statistics 

show that many struggle and there are tragically those who do not survive. The average life 

expectancy for someone who is homeless is 47 rather than 77 years.”  

This year, we will be remembering more than 170 people who knew and experienced 

homelessness, and have died in London in the last year. The length of the list powerfully symbolises 

the struggles for many in London today, how easy it is to become homeless, and how incredibly 

difficult it is in this capital city to find affordable housing.  This service will be attended by many who 

have known homelessness themselves, many who work to provide support for homeless and 

vulnerable people and all who care for the plight of homeless people and believe that all people 

should have a home. 

Geoffrey who was homeless, but is now housed, explains why he attends the service: 



  
 

 

 

“Last year I lost my best mate and knew two others who died – they slept near Victoria Bus Station. 

It’s very nice service and I go to remember my friends.”  

Pam Orchard, Chief Executive of The Connection at St Martin’s, tells us more: “Homelessness is 

becoming more and more visible in every town and city across the UK. There are lots of factors at 

play which are putting people at an increased risk finding themselves homeless. A restriction to 

benefits, a lack of affordable housing and fewer support services to help people with mental health 

and addictions make people very vulnerable.  

We know that the key to recovery involves more than just hot food and showers which is why we 

work with people to address the root cause of their homelessness. Our daily street outreach service 

is vital as it catches new people arriving on to the streets, and persists to help people who have been 

sleeping rough for much longer. Homelessness is devastating and life limiting so helping people 

quickly is vital to their long term well-being and recovery.” 

Kathy Mohan, Chief Executive of Housing Justice said;  

“The annual service of commemoration is a moving and very special experience. During the service 

we honour and remember those who have passed away over the last year whilst experiencing or 

having experienced homelessness. But we also stiffen our resolve that in the fifth wealthiest nation 

on earth, no one should die without access to housing. During this ceremony through performances 

and testimony, we hear from people with lived experience of homelessness and we remember that 

it is not a person’s homelessness that defines them but their unique gifts and potential, and our 

common humanity that binds us all together.” 

Note to editors: 

For further information contact: 

Sophie Balaam, PR & Marketing Officer 

Email: sophie.balaam@cstm.org.uk 

Telephone: 020 7766 5555 

 

 



  
 

 

 

The Connection at St Martin's - We are the busiest homelessness centre in London, supporting over 

4000 people every year.  Located in the heart of Westminster, we work around the clock to provide 

immediate relief from homelessness and long-term support leading to housing, work and 

independence.  

Housing Justice is the national voice of Christian action to prevent homelessness and bad housing. 

Our vision is of a society where everyone has access to a home that truly meets their needs. 

Housing Justice was formed in April 2003 by the merger of two long-standing housing charities, the 

Catholic Housing Aid Society (CHAS) and the Churches National Housing Coalition (CNHC). In January 

2006 Housing Justice merged with UNLEASH (Church Action on Homelessness in London). Housing 

Justice brings together more than 60 years’ experience of working for change in the field of housing.  

St Martin-in-the-Fields is a vibrant church located in the heart of London’s Trafalgar Square.  Its 

history dates back to at least 1222 and its ethos of welcome, inclusivity and taking a stand on 

complex issues continues to this day. The restored  Georgian and modern architecture are a 

backdrop for 20 services each week, for regular concert series and education programmes, a shop 

and brass rubbing and the Café in the Crypt. 

 

 

 

 


